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Overview

■ Biden Transition (5-step plan to reopen schools)
□ Controlling the Virus
□ National Safety Guidelines
□ Emergency Funding for Public Schools 
□ High-Quality Learning during the COVID-19 Pandemic
□ COVID-19 Educational Equity Gap

■ Biden K-12 Education Proposals & Outlook
■ Lame Duck Session

□ FY 2021 Appropriations
□ COVID 5
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Controlling the Virus
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Implement nationwide testing-and-tracing, including doubling the number of drive-
through testing sites;Implement

Establish a sustainable supply chain for PPE, including fully utilizing the Defense 
Production Act to ensure enough masks are for every school in America every day;Establish

Protect older Americans and others at high-risk populations;Protect

Provide schools and small businesses with the resources they need to reopen safely.Provide
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■ Biden agrees with AASA, schools in areas with high levels of COVID-19 
community spread should not be compelled to reopen against the 
judgement of local experts. Currently, current lack of clarity is paralyzing 
for schools.

■ Biden plans to support the efforts of Local Education Agencies by issuing  
federal reopening guidelines that answer basic questions many school 
systems have.
1. How low does the community infection rate need to be to reopen 

and at what point should schools shut down again if cases rise?
2. What are safe maximum class sizes? 
3. If schools cannot accommodate everyone, who should return to 

the classroom first? 

National Safety Guidelines
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Biden’s 3rd step is to provide additional funding to public schools 
to contend with the coronavirus outbreak. Thus far, Biden has 
requested the following aid to support LEA’s reopening strategies. 
1. Calling on Congress to pass funding in the HEROES Act. This 

bill includes roughly $58 billion for local school districts to 
stabilize public education and save jobs.

2. Calling on the Congress to pass a separate emergency 
package to ensure schools have access to $30 billon to adapt 
effectively to COVID-19. 

3. Calling for an additional $4 billion to upgrade technology and 
broadband

Emergency Funding for Public Schools 



High-Quality Learning during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Biden plans to mobilize a large-scale effort at USED to work with practitioners 
to develop, adopt, and share the latest tools and best practices:

1. Delivering high-quality remote and hybrid learning with a special emphasis 
on SWDs, ELLs, and students without access to specific technology. This 
includes dedicated time and resources for educators to pursue PD 
opportunities tailored to meet the crisis.

1. Creating a Safer Schools Best Practices Clearinghouse to help districts 
share approaches, protocols, and tools for reopening safely.

2. Ensuring tailored remote teaching assignments and educational plans for 
educators and students who are at greater risk to COVID-19 or live with a 
family member who is. 
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Closing the COVID-19 Educational Equity Gap

■ Launch a COVID-19 Educational 
Equity Gap Challenge Grant to 
encourage states and tribal 
governments – in partnership with 
the education and broader 
community – to develop bold 
plans that adopt evidence-based 
policy recommendations

■ Support community schools, to 
help families, students, teachers 
and community organizations to 
identify families’ unmet needs 
and then leverage community 
resources to address these needs 
in the school building. 
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President -e le ct  Bide n an n ou n ce s  Covid-19  
task for ce

• President-elect Joe Biden’s transition team on Nov. 9 announced the 
creation of  the Transition Covid-19 Advisory Board, a group of 12 
individuals who will advise  the incoming administration on the 
global pandemic. The board will be headed  by three co-chairs: Dr. 
David Kessler, Dr. Vivek Murthy and Dr. Marcella Nunez-Smith.



Co-chairs of the Transition Covid-19 Advisory Board

PRIORGOV’T  
EXPERIENCE:

OTHER WORK,  
EDUCATION:

CURRENT
ROLE:

Dr. David Kessler Dr. Vivek Murthy Dr. Marcella Nunez-Smith

Nunez-Smith does not have prior government  
experience.

Professor of pediatrics and epidemiology and  
biostatistics, University of California San Francisco

Former dean of Yale School of Medicine; former  
dean of UCSF School of Medicine; medical 
director  of the Albert Einstein College of Medicine; 
law  lecturer, Columbia University; MD, Harvard 
Medical  School; law degree, University of
Chicago.

FDA commissioner, Presidents George H.W. Bush  
and Bill Clinton, 1990-1997. Kessler’s FDA tenure  
saw the agency unsuccessfully attempt to regulate  
cigarettes. While at the FDA, Kessler also oversaw  
implementation of the Nutrition Labeling and  
Education Act. From 1981-1984, he consulted for  
the U.S. Senate Committee on Labor and Human  
Resources.

Co-founded and served as president of Doctors for  
America, an organization dedicated to affordable  
health care access, in 2008; co-founded VISIONS,  
an organization for HIV/AIDS education in the U.S.  
and India, and Swasthya, a community health  
partnership in India; MD, Yale School of Medicine;  
MBA, Yale School of Management.

19th surgeon general of the U.S., 2014-2017; vice  
admiral, U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned  
Corps. Key issues during his tenure as surgeon  
general included addressing the opioid epidemic,  
e-cigarette use, and research on addiction.

Current board member of organizations including
the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee
and NCAA.

Nunez-Smith’s tenure at Yale has included serving  
as an associate professor for the Yale School of  
Medicine in general internal medicine and for the  
Yale School of Public Health in epidemiology and  
public health; and serving as principle investigator  
for several research initiatives. She has an MHS  
from Yale University and an MD from Jefferson  
Medical College.

Associate professor of internal medicine, public health,  
and management, Yale University; associate dean for  
health equity research, Yale School of Medicine;
co-director, Community Based Participatory 
Research,  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Clinical 
Scholars  Program.



Members of the Transition Covid-19 Advisory Board

Dr. Luciana Borio
Borio is currently a vice president at In-Q-Tel, a  
venture capital firm focused on IT, and a senior  
fellow for global health at the Council on Foreign  
Relations. Her previous government experience  
includes her tenure as director for medical and  
biodefense preparedness at the National Security  
Council from 2017 to 2019, acting chief scientist of  
the FDA and assistant commissioner for  
counterterrorism policy at the FDA. Her work in 
the  federal government included responding to 
the  Ebola epidemic.

Dr. Rick Bright
Bright has previously served in the government as  
director of the Biomedical Advanced Researchand  
Development Authority and deputy assistant  
secretary for preparedness and response at the  
Department of Health and Human Services. Bright  
resigned from the NIH in 2020 after blowing the  
whistle on the Trump administration’s response to  
the coronavirus pandemic; he said the  
administration did not heed early warnings about  
the pandemic and ignored concerns raised about  
hydroxychloroquine.

Dr. Ezekiel Emanuel
Emanuel is currently vice provost for Global  
Initiatives at the University of Pennsylvania, where  
he also chairs the Department of Medical Ethics  
and Health Policy. He is also the chair of the  
Department of Bioethics at The Clinical Center of  
the NIH. He is an alum of the Obama  
Administration, having served as special advisor for  
health policy to the OMB director. He also advised  
the Obama administration on the Affordable Care  
Act. He is the brother of former White House chief  
of staff and Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel.

Dr. Atul Gawande
Gawande currently holds professorships at Brigham  
and Women’s Hospital; Harvard Medical School;  
and the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.  
He served as an adviser in the Department of  
Health and Human Services in the Clinton  
administration. He is also the founder and chair of  
Ariadne Labs, a joint venture focused on health  
systems innovation between Brigham and Women’s  
Hospital and the Harvard T.H. Chan School of  
Public Health, and the chair of Lifebox, a nonprofit  
to make surgery safer worldwide, and Haven, a  
health care venture.

Dr. Celine Gounder
Gounder is a clinical assistant professor at the 
NYU  Grossman School of Medicine and also 
works at  Bellevue Hospital Center. In 2016, she 
was elected  a fellow at the Infectious Diseases 
Society of  America. She previously served as 
assistant  commissioner and director of the Bureau 
of  Tuberculosis Control at the NYC Department of  
Health and Mental Hygiene. Gounder worked in  
Guinea as a volunteer aid worker during the Ebola  
epidemic, and has studied TB and HIV in South  
Africa, Lesotho, Malawi, Ethiopia and Brazil.

Dr. Eric Goosby
Goosby is the director of Global Health Delivery and  
Diplomacy at the UCSF Institute for Global Health  
Sciences and is the UN Special Envoy on  
Tuberculosis. During the Obama administration,  
Goosby oversaw implementation of the President’s  
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief and was appointed  
Ambassador-At-Large. During the Clinton  
administration, he served as the interim director of  
the White House Office of National AIDS Policy.



Dr. Julie Morita
Morita is executive vice president of the Robert  
Wood Johnson Foundation and is a member of the  
American Academy of Pediatrics. She previously  
worked in the Chicago Department of Public Health,  
including as medical director, chief medical officer  
and commissioner. She has served on the CDC  
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
and  also served as an epidemic intelligence 
service  officer at the CDC.

Dr. Michael Osterholm
Osterholm is the director of the Center for 
Infectious  Disease Research and Policy at the 
University of  Minnesota, where he also serves as a 
professor of  public health. He is also a member of 
the National  Academy of Medicine and the Council 
on Foreign  Relations. He served as a special 
advisor to the  HHS Secretary from 2001 to 2005, 
and worked in  the Minnesota Department of Health 
from 1975 to  1999, including as state 
epidemiologist. From 2007  to 2014, he was the 
principal investigator and  director of the Minnesota 
Center of Excellence for  Influenza Research and
Surveillance.

Loyce Pace
Pace is the executive director and president of  
Global Health Council. Pace holds an MPH from 
the  Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public 
Health.  She has previously worked with Physicians 
for  Human Rights, the American Cancer Society 
and  Catholic Relief Services.

Dr. Robert Rodriguez
Rodriguez is a professor of emergency medicine at  
the UCSF School of Medicine. His recent research  
includes the effects of the pandemic on frontline  
providers’ mental health. He is also on the 
scientific  advisory panel of the Andrew Levitt 
Center for  Social Emergency Medicine, which 
conducts  research on the social determinants of
health.

Members of the Transition Covid-19 Advisory Board



Biden USED Transition Team

President-elect Biden’s transition team has selected Linda Darling-Hammond, the head of 
California’s board of education and current president of the Learning Policy Institute, to 
lead the search for a new Sec. of Ed.

Currently, the rumored names for a potential Biden pick to lead the USED are Randi 
Weingarten (President of AFT), Lily García (President of NEA), Denise Juneau (Seattle 
Public Schools Superintendent), Eduardo Padrón (president emeritus of Miami Dade 
College), and Betty Rosa (New York’s interim State Education Commissioner).



Name Most Recent Employment Source of Funding

Linda Darling-Hammond, Team Lead Learning Policy Institute Volunteer

Ary Amerikaner The Education Trust Volunteer

Beth Antunez American Federation of Teachers Volunteer

Jim Brown United States Senate, Office of Senator Robert P. Casey, Jr. (Retired) Volunteer

Ruthanne Buck Self-employed Volunteer

Norma Cantu University of Texas at Austin, School of Law Volunteer

Jessica Cardichon Learning Policy Institute Volunteer

Keia Cole MassMutual Volunteer

Lindsay Dworkin Alliance for Excellent Education Volunteer

Donna Harris-Aikens National Education Association Volunteer

Kristina Ishmael Open Education Global Volunteer

Bob Kim John Jay College of Criminal Justice Volunteer

James Kvaal The Institute for College Access & Success Volunteer

Peggy McLeod UnidosUS Volunteer

Paul Monteiro Howard University Volunteer

Pedro Rivera Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology Volunteer

Roberto Rodriguez Teach Plus, Inc Volunteer

Shital Shah American Federation of Teachers Volunteer

Marla Ucelli-Kashyap American Federation of Teachers Volunteer

Emma Vadehra The Century Foundation Volunteer



Biden’s Legislative Education Plan

■ Biden proposes spending $45 billion on 
federal grants to low-income school 
districts under Title I, which would 
roughly triple the program’s current level 
of funding

■ Biden’s infrastructure plan also calls for 
$100B in new spending to help 
traditional public schools repair and 
modernize their buildings as well as an 
expansion of broadband internet to 
underserved areas. 

■ Biden has also said his 
administration would invest in 
helping states make preschool 
universal for all 3- and 4-year-
olds

■ For higher Ed, Biden plans to 
make community college free 
for all students, and allow 
students from families earning 
$125,000 or less to attend 4-
year public colleges/universities 
at no cost
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Biden’s Regulatory Education Plan

Biden has signaled that he would seek to restore many of those Obama-era education policies – even as 
he pursues more expansive legislation in Congress. Here’s what’s on Biden’s list for swift action.

1. Biden’s campaign has said that “on his first day in office” he would reinstate Obama-era 
guidance that protects transgender students from discrimination

2. Biden has vowed to bring a “quick end” to DeVos’ new Title IX regulations governing 
sexual misconduct at schools and colleges.

3. Biden has said he would reinstate Obama-era guidance that was aimed at reducing racial 
disparities in how schools' discipline and suspend students.



Fiscal Year 
2021 
Funding

• On October 1, 2020, the 
Senate in a bipartisan vote 
(84-10) extended about $1.4 
trillion in government 
funding until Dec. 11. 

• Consequently, this has 
made reaching an 
agreement on how to fund 
the government when the 
current continuing 
resolution (CR) expires on 
December 11, 2020, one 
of the most outstanding 
issues for the 116th

Congress.
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House & Senate FY 2021 Appr ops

■ Thus far, the House has passed two 
Appropriations packages, which 
encompassing all but one of the FY21 
Appropriations bills. 

■ The spending caps on defense and 
non-defense discretionary (NDD) 
funding for FY 2021 are essentially 
frozen at FY 2020 levels, which 
resulted in very few spending 
increases in the House-passed Labor-
HHS-Education bill.

■ Chair Roy Blunt (R-MO) just published 
his “Chairman’s Mark” for the fiscal year 
(FY) 2021 funding bill. The bill provides 
a (0.9%) nominal increase over last year’s 
funding level USED, an increase of $433 
million.

■ The bill is not expected to have a markup 
or be considered individually on the 
Senate floor but will serve as a 
negotiating starting point with the House-
passed bill.

17



Outlook for Action on Approps

• House and Senate leaders have said they want to finish action on all 12 bills in the lame duck congressional 
session and will have to take some action before government funding runs on out December 11 under the short-
term funding extension Congress passed in September.

House
• Speaker Nancy Pelosi has indicated that she has received a commitment from appropriators on both 

sides of the aisle and chambers of Congress to have an omnibus ready before December 11th. 
Senate

• It is in Republicans’ best interest to pass an omnibus now (while they still have 53 sitting GOP 
Senators) and not leave Appropriations to the new year.  Depending on the results of the January 5 run-
off elections in Georgia, the GOP could have an even smaller majority in the 117th Senate - potentially 
51 or even 50 Senators 

White House
• However, there are many unknown variables that make the path forward for FY2021 appropriations 

unclear, including whether President Trump would sign such an omnibus spending package on his way 
out the door. 



Bills to Date

House HEROES Act ($58B) 

HEROES 2.0  ($175 billion for K-12, $5 billion to support emergency facilities 
repairs for schools, and $12 billion for closing the homework gap)

Senate Dem Bill

Senate Republican HEALS Act ($1T)

Senate Republican ‘Skinny Bill’ ($500B)

Most likely no bill until after election/into new year

Big Issues: Overall funding level and edu funding level, mandate reopening? Push for 
privatization; SCOTUS, election fall out, and more
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COVID Funding for Private Schools & Vouchers

■ AASA has a long-held position that private school voucher programs undermine 
our nation’s public schools by diverting desperately needed resources away from 
the public school system to fund the education of a few, select students in private, 
often religious schools. Consequently, this makes it alarming that Senate 
Republicans are pushing for tax-credit voucher programs to advance their school 
choice agenda and exploiting the pandemic in a clear attempt to pass a federally 
funded voucher program that Congress would otherwise be unable to pass as a 
standalone bill.



COVID Funding for Private Schools & Vouchers

■ The Republican bills that have been introduced in the Senate contain unprecedented 
levels of direct aid for private schools. Yet, these bills which make up the HEALS 
Act provide even more money to private schools by setting aside 10% of the public 
school funding for direct grants to private schools. Specifically, the HEALS Act:
□ Continues to include direct funding for private schools (even though private 

schools have received a disproportionately large share of CARES funding

□ Creates a private school voucher program by funneling taxpayer dollars into 
state tuition tax credit voucher programs in two ways – direct federal 
funding to states with existing tax credit voucher programs AND the giving 
“Emergency Educational Freedom Grants” which would be a first of its 
kind, dollar-for-dollar federal tax credit voucher program for individuals and 
companies that support private school voucher programs. The federal tax 
credit would be capped at $5 billion for two years. 

□ Amends the 529 college savings program to allow parents who homeschool 
their children to receive tax benefits

https://www.au.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/PPP%20COVID%20Relief%20Money%20for%20Private%20Schools%207.29.20_0.pdf


A New Education Vision for a new Administration

AASA, The School Superintendents Association, is out with its list of policy 
recommendations for Biden.
■ Recommendations

□ Support public schools and the 90% of K-12 students they 
educate

□ Champion the full funding of IDEA
□ Support and develop the utilization of a more accurate student 

poverty metric
□ Issue narrow, time-limited waivers related to federal assessments 

and accountability
□ streamline the reimbursement process for school based Medicaid 

programs 
□ Support the Strength in Diversity Act
□ Include schools in any forthcoming infrastructure package



ASE  2020 Legislative Topics

■ Forest Counties
■ E-Rate
■ Medicaid
■ IDEA
■ IDEA Full 

Funding

■ Higher Education
■ REAP
■ Poverty Indicator
■ School 

Infrastructure 
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Get Involved, Stay Engaged!

■ AASA Policy Blog: The Leading Edge
■ AASA Advocacy on Twitter (@AASAhq)
■ AASA Advocacy Network

■ Weekly & Monthly Updates
■ Calls to Action

■ AASA Natl COVID 19 School Response Dashboard

. 
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Contact Us!

Noelle Ellerson Ng
nellerson@aasa.org

@Noellerson

Sasha Pudelski
spudelski@aasa.org

@SPudelski

Chris Rogers 
crogers@aasa.org

@CXRogers16
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Questions?
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